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N/\5/\ 
National Aeronautics and 
Space Administra tion 

Washington . D.C. 
20546 

1 h •plv "' l\llo, " 1 LFD-10 

Pe t er A. Gers ten 
Ro thb l att, Rothblatt , Seijas 

& Pe skin 
19 1 East 161st Street 
Bronx, NY 10451 

Dear Mr . Ger sten : 

March 2 , 197 8 

By letter dated February 13, 1978 , you reque sted, 
pursuant to the Freedom of Inf ormation Act, "All 
documents, files, memoranda, notes, tape recordings, 
·transcripts, minutes, inter and intra o ffi c e corre­
spondence, and all other records relating and affecting 
NASA's position on UFO ma t ters as stated in t he lette r 
t o Dr . Frank Pr e ss , Di rec t o r o f the Off ic0 of :. c ience 
a nd Te chnology, and also inf o r mat ion about ~ASA's 
relationship with the Cent ral Intelligenc~ Agency 
concerning UFO matters." 

I have been able to locate the following docume n t s which 
fall within your request: 

1. July 21, 1977, letter from Dr. Press t o 
Dr. Frosch (1 page); 

2. September 6, 1977, letter from Dr. Frosch to 
Dr . Press (2 pages); 

3 . September 14, 1977, letter from Dr. Press 
to Dr . Frosch (1 page); 

4 . December 21, 1977, letter from Dr . Frosch 
to Dr . Press (2 page s ); 

5. November 8 , 1977, memor andum from the Associate 
~ Administ r ator f or Sp a c e Science to the 

Admini s t rator (4 pages ) ; a nd 

6 . September 1 , 1977, l e tter with a ttachments 
f r om Co lone l Senn , USAF , t o Duward L. Crow, 
NASA ( 7 pages ) . 
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Enclosed you will find copies of documents no. 1, 2, 3 , 4 
and 6 listed above. 

In regard to the question about NASA's relationship 
with the CIA, prior to transmitting the letter in 
question, NASA queried the CIA to ascertain whethe: 
or not the re were any classified data sources pertinent 
to the recommendations in the letter. No such sources 
were identified. 

I t is my initial determination tha t doc ument no. 5, which 
j~ a n internal agency memorandum, i s exempt f rom release 
under 5 U.S.C. 552(b) (5) and 14 C.F .R. 1206 .300(b) (5). 
That exemption applies to 

"Inte ragency or i ntraagency memorandums or letters 
which would not be available b y law t o a party 
other than a n agency in litigation wi th NASA. " 

The document in question is a predecisional document 
which falls under this exemption. However, in 
accordance with my authority under 14 C.F.R. 1206 .208, 
I have decided to release this memor andum except 
for the next to l a s t paragraph on the fourth page 
which contains an internal agency recommendation. As 
such, it is exempt from release under 5 U.S.C. 552(b) (5). 
The release of this paragraph, which i s predecisional 
in nature, would inhibit frank communication between 
officials of this agency. 

You are advised that you may appeal this initial 
determination to the NASA Administrator. Your appeal 
must (1) be addressed to the Administrator , NASA Headquarters, 
Washington, D.C. 20546, (2) be identified clearly on the 
envelope and in the letter as an "Appeal under the Freedom 
of Information Act;" (3) include a copy of the request 
for the agency record and a copy of the adverse initial 
determination; (4) state, to the extent possible, the 
reasons why you believe the initial determination should 
be reversed; and (5) be sent to the Administrator within 
30 calendar days of the date of receipt of the initial 
determination. 

Since rely, 

,i/ t{, &~, ti t.r:; ,:1 tJl,ii-~ 
Miles Waggoner 
Chief, Public Information 

Services Branch 

Enclosures 
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EXECUTIVE. OrFICE. OF THI::. PRE.SllJ t.N I .,. . . . ·-
OFFICE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY POLICY 

WASHINGTON, O.C 20~00 ~? '301911. 
JUL 21 a,7 

Dear Bob : 

We have di scovered that t he Wh i te House is beco mi ng the 
focal point f or an increastng num be r of i nq ui ri es concer ning 
UF O's. As you know, there appears to be a na ti onal reviv~l 
of inter es t in the matter with a younger generat i on becoming 
inv ol ved. Those of us in the Executive Of fice are ill­
equipped to handle these kinds of in qui ries. 

.. 

It seems to me that the foca l point for the UFO question 
ought to be in NASA . I recommend two things : s i nce it has 
been nearly a de cade sinc e the Condan report, I believe that 
a small panel of in quiry could be formed t o see if ther e are 
any new significant findings . Since this is a public relations 
problem as much as anyth ing else, people who are kn own to be 
interested in the problem and a lso highl y known, su ch as 
Carl Sagan, ought to be involved. Thi s i s a panel of inquiry 
that could be formed by NASA . 

The second thing I would like to suggest is that NA SA become 
the focal point for general correspondence an d tha t those ' 
inquiries which come to the White House be sent to the 
designated desk at NASA. 

r· Robert Frosch 
Administr 11to r 
Na t ional Aero nauti cs and 

_ Sp ace Admin i strat i on 
W a s h i n g t o n.-, D . C . 2 0 5 4 6 

OSTP q:_smi th: kj} 7-21-77 
bee: 
Director (2) 
SubjP.c t 
Chrono 

••••• 

Yours sincerely, 

SIG-NEDI 
:FRANK 

Frank Press 
Director 
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SEP 6 ,977 

llonorable Fr nk Press 
Director 
O! tice of Sci nco 8nd Toclmology Policy 
Ex~cutivc Office of the Preeidcnt 
Wa ~hing ton, DC 20500 

Dear Fran".<. 1 

In yoor 1-?tter of July 11 you ~rprese~1 tl ,c viow that ?11\SA 
ahouJ,d to the foc.:31 point for Uf'O 1r.at tcr!l, an<l epcci fic:n.lly 
recommended that a panel of in~uiry be f~ r :M~ by NAS~ to see 
if th&o are any ~ignificant new findings since the Condon 
report and that NASA become tmfocal point fo r gcnerel 
corr~1pondenca and inquiries. 

tlhile vo ara inclined t~ 2grc~ with your r ~com.~endation, thore · 
are a nc~r of questi~na ~~ich n~e~ to ~e rcoolvcd before any· 
fo!'n~l progr3~ is undr.rta~cn. You nay ~n()')I that the Air Force 
oorved ae U1e focal point for UFO ~attere <luring the 1960'a 
and d~voted consider3ble re•ourcea to the proqrom. It, however, 
concluded, in the ebecnce ot significant findings, that the 
program ~arraot~d no roore t h n routi ~o form le t ter ansvcre to 
i n~u iriea end has been b3r.~ling the pro-J r al;l in th~t r.anner 
~tnce ~bout 1970. It n6Y h~ndlQ& a gmall nulb..ber of inquiries, 
perhaps 10 to 12 :nontbly. V.SA. like~lec, h~n<llcs routine 
i n1uirles by form letter reaponoe, 10 to 12 fort'la l lnquirie a 
nnd a son~~hat .largar number of public inCJUiriee monthly. NASA 
uses the informatlon ohoet attached in i ta r e3 ponece. The ~ir 
Force us ~e •i~ilar data. 

From the point of view of the ~dminietration aa a whole, this 
is ocono1.11ical. However, it l'alle to provide a recognized 
focal point for technical appraisal of si9hting• and U\lder­
etandably rcGulta in eo~a fru~tration to individual■ making 
what the/ consider to be sorlou• inqui~ica. 

A p~ncl of ln~uiry ouch as y-:,n suc;Jgcst roiyht possibly dicco\·er 
~ew oignificant fin<linge. It ~nuld certainly 9cnorate current 

i. 
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intcroot and coul<l le:,ll to the d-?clgn~tion n e t~,\SA ,u tr.e 
focal point fi.>r UFO roattere. It would r ,?qui..:-o nc1te cdultion3l 
r~6ourccs for thl! inquiry nnd for foll ov -c,n o r:: liv ity . t3e{crc 
com..'nittlng to thi51, I focl th ot we ehou\d our~ cursc lver; 
that. an inquiry ie jt1otit!e<1. I btJliove ,,o ~ould do this by 
naming a NA~A project offictr to review reports of the lest 
ti~ -y~~r, and to provid~ ~ 1pecitic recor~ond~ tion relotive 
to ,my furt~er i.,quiry _by the end or th!Ji year . :t .! rou concur, 
1 ~111 inltiftte th!e ~ctlon. 

Very tri1!.y your~, 

Or\~:~~l '.;ftuJ&d ~T 
Ho~J, r-t. A. · ·fro:.ch 

Rob~ rt A. Frosch 
~dmin13trat:or 

Enclo!luro 

cc: A!\ ,/ ~ ,./ 
1\C ./ 

ADA./ 
S ✓ 

F/ 

1~ L ./ 
\-l .,/ 

C ./ 
1\E ./ . 

F/RP. ricwman:elt:8/18/77 A-3 4611 
Rcwri t ten: ADA/L: no,#/Crow: a/2 s;·n 
Rewr it t~n :1\CA/Crov: aom : 9/ 1/77 
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XECU'flVE OFFIC OF TH PP.Es1nE rr 
on ICE. OF SCI ENC ANO T CHNOI.OG V POL ,cv 

1111.l 1-<1,-.QlO~ 0 C 2<Y.>00 

r Scptemb r 14, 1977 

Dear Bob : 

t h~v your le tter of September 6 respond ing to my letter of 
July 21 rei:o:r:;iending that NASA become a foca 1 point f ()r Feder a 1 
activity i n UFO m~tters. 

I 11m pleased that you agree that NASA can hJntl le the public in­
quiries on UFO$. Tht? fact that my Office and the White House can 
direct such inquiries to riASA Hill relieve my small staff of a 
responsibility we are not equipped to handle. There fore, I have 
asked my assi5tant, Stan Schneider, who has discussed th~s matter 
with your E>.ecut iv e Off i cer, Ed Andrews, to forward all our UFO 
inquiries to NASA . 

Reg~rding the reccnr,,1enJ.1tion for NASA to become a focal point 
for the sc ientific and technical appr.:1isal of the UFO phenomenon, 
l can underst~nd your reluctJnce ttj comit the a9ency to a for~al 
program before evaluating the currtnt st~tu$ and rec t nt history of 
UFO acti'/ity and detemining what might be involved in conducting 
a s~rious study on thh matter. Therefore, I c.oncur wHh your idea 
of assignfng a project officer at NASA . to review the situation · 
before decid ing whether to undertake a more formal inquiry. 

8y copy of this letter, I am informing Jim Purks of the White 
House Medi a Liaison Office of our exchange of idea s on this subject 
so that they ar~ in the c0fffllun1cat1ons loop on this sltu~t1on. l 
wi)l suggest that he fo,~ard all public inquiries on UFOs to the 
White House to NASA (Code 4') for response. 

I would lpprcr.iate it if NASA could keep my of fice, throuqh Stan 
Schneider, informed of any progres s the agency m. ~",; toward a decision 
on a possible UFO study. 

l~norable Rob rt A. Frosch 
Ad;,1i ni s trator 
attonal Aeronautics and 
Space Administration 

~shington, D.C. 20546 

Yours sincerely, 

I • . ' ; ! 

Frank Press 
Director 

cc: Jim Purk"' 11 .IL Media Liaison 

...... 



Honorable Fra~: Press 
Di ecto 
Office of Science and Technology 

Policy 

December 21, 1977 

Executive Office of the President 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Franlt: 

In response to your letter of September 14, 1977, regarding 
NASA's possible role in UFO matters, we are fully prepared 
at this time to continue responding to public inquiries 
along the same lines a s we have in the past. If some new' 
element of hard evidence is brought to our attention, in 
the f uture, it would be entirely appropriate for a NASA 
laboratory to ano lyze and repor t u pon an oth e rwis e unex­
plained organic er inorganic sample ; we stand r e ~dy to 
r espond to any bona fide physical evidence from credible 
sources. We intend to leav,e the door clearly open for 
such a possibility. 

We h~ve given considernble thought t o the qu estion of what 
els e the United ~t a tcs might and shoula do i n th e are a of 
UFO rese;eirch. 'i.'hcre ifi an absence of tnng ible or physical 
evidence available for thorough laboratory analysis. And 
because of the absence of such evidence, we have not been 
able to dcvis~ a sound scientific procedure for investigating 
these phenomena. To proceed on a research task without a 
disciplinary framework and an exploratory technique in 
mind would be wasteful and probably unoroductivc. I do not 
feel th~t we could mount a rese~rch effort without a better 
starting ~point than we have been able to ide ntify thus far_ 
I would therefore propose that NASA take no steps to estab­
lish a research activity in this area or to convene a 
aymposium on this subject. 
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I wiah in no way to indicate that ~SA has come to eny 
conclusion about theae phenomene •• euch: in•titution.ally, 
we retain an open mind, a keen aense of scientific curios­
ity, and a w{llingness to analyze technical prob ems within 
our competence. 

Very truly yours, 

Or1~in3l S1g~ed By 
~obert A. Frosch 

Robert A. Fro~ch 
Administrator. 

••••• 
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N.310"-11 .Aert•nJICS ard 
Space Adrnn.strat01 

Prepared by 

.. 

FOR ATION SHEET 

F ,.. 76-6 FGM/Offi01 of Public Affairs 
NASAHeedquartlrl 
Wathk,p,n, O.C. 20546 

UNI DE'TIFIED FLYING OBJECTS 

NASA is not involved in research concerning uniden ti fi ed 
f lying ob jects. Reports of unidentified objects enter­
ing U.S. air space are of interest to the U.S. ~il itary 
as a regular part of defense surveillance, but no gove rn­
ment agency is conducting an ongoing investigation of 
UFOs at this time. 

An extensive study known as Project Blue Book was under­
taken in the 1960's by the U.S. Air Force through a 
contract with the University of Colorado. Based on the 
findings of this study as reviewed by the National Academy 
of ,Sciences, the Air Force terminated the project 
December 17, 1969. 

The Unive r si ty of Colorado report, entitled Scientific 
Study of r•nidentified Flying Objects, was pub lished i n 
paperback by Bantam Books. A th+ee -volurne photodup l ica tion 
(AD 680: 9 7 5- 6 -7) may be purchased for $18 fro t he Xa~ i onal 
Technical In f ormation Service, U.S. Department of Commerce, 
Springfield, Virginia 22151. The complete reports were 
t ransferre d from Air Force storage in July 1976 to The 
National Archives, 8th Street and Pennsylvania A enue , N.W., 
Wa shington, DC 20408. Those wishing to view the r eport 
must obtain a researcher's permit from the Na tional A chives 
an d Re cords Service . 

The University of Colorado study reached the following 
conclusions: (1) there was no evidence that the subject 
of UFOs had been "shrouded in official security"; (2) UFOs 
did not constitute any hazard to national security; (3) 
two decades of UFO study had made no significant contri­
bution to scientific knowledge; and (4) further extensive 
study of the general topic could not be expected to con­
tribute meaningfully to t he advancement o f science. 

••••• 
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The panel of the National Academy of Sciences greed with 
these conclusions and further commented, "On the asis of 
present knowledge the least likely explanat ion of UFOs is 
the hypothesis of extraterrestrial visitations by i nte lli­
gent beings." 

Although the U.S. government no longer dedicates funds 

2 

and personnel to the study of UFOs, investigations are 
continuing under private auspices. The Center for UFO 
Studies, P.O . Box 1, Nor fie ld, Illinois 60093 ( elephone 
312/49 1-1870) i s a source for publ 'c tions and i n formation 
on UFO phenomena . The Na ional Inv stig ting Committee 
on er a l Ph no a, Suite 23 , 35 35 Unive si y Boule ard, 

ens ·ngton , ryl nd 20795 (t 1 phone 301/ 4 -12 7 al s o 
r pli~s o r e quests for general info ation. Be~ organi­
zations investigate reported sightings of unid nti ied flying 
objects. 
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r\1/\SA 
Nc111o nJt Al'rona u11,:5 ::ind 
SpJce /1t l11 11 111 s l rJl10n 

1::~c~ r J!Jn DC 
~•oc..:s Nov mbc r 8. 1977 
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MEMOR~NDUM 

TO : A/Administrato r 

FROM: S/Associate Administrator for Space Science 

SUBJECT: UFO Study Considerations 

Following the recent exchange of correspondence with 
Frank Press. I have been giving the UFO matter some thought, 
especially the question of what NASA coul d reasonably do 
in both the short anc long term. 

The environment since the 1,969 Condon report seems to have 
changed: 

There is a widespread interest in UFO's (and in 
rel rited par anorma l phenomena) . that cannot be 
dismissed lightly as involving only a fringe of 
the population~ probably 50% of the United States 
believes that "something" in the way of persistent 
phenomena exists or has existed (based on puo · -C 
poll). 

The UN is currently consinering a resolution to 
~stablish a specialized agency for UFO matters. 

In France, the CNES has been formally charged with 
setting up a UFO study activi,ty under CL:lUde Poher. 

There are many apparently v i~h ~ private organiza- • 
tions in the United States wi ·, . r es ponsible member­
ships that are following the UFO phenomena from 
several different view points. 

••••• 

There seems to have been an increase in reports of 
the "near encounter" type (Pascagoula, Miss., 1973: 
Prospect , Ky., 1977) over the last few years . 
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niza­There is a g e n e r al feeli ng amo ns t he UFO orga 
tions at least ci, a t the United Sta tes Government 
"knows" far ;,,ore th an it h ;l s ;- c leased, and may even 
have pieces of UFO h;i rdwar e in hand. 

Open-mi nded ness about UFO ct nd pa r un o rma l ph e nome n a s eems to 
be b .,comi ng mo re "respectable" in the gen ~ra l publi c. Books 
a nd u r tic l es flourish. The IF.EE is often a for ~m for m~tters 
that would have been rejected out of hand ten yea rs ago. 
Classified and unciassified re s e a rch supp0rted by Federal 
a9encies has brushed the UFO community (pr0ponents of "remote 
viewi ng " often cross-couple with UFO proponents). At the 
same time, there are vocal "debunking" groups active on the 
other side of the issue; the matter seems rather polarized in 
modern society. 

There are two major problems involved in considering any review 
of the UFO phenomenon by NASA: first, a n appurent lack of 
any tangible or physical evidence avail~ble for lahoratory 
analysis; second, the absence of any sound scientific protocol 
for investigating the phenomenon firsthand. There i~ a 
plethora of secondary source ma~erial -- hum~n observation 
a~d r e ports thereon -- b u t heors~y is diffi~ult to deal with 
scienti fically. There are, of course, other p=oblcms as well: 
the probability of hoaxes, the tendency for any investigator 
to pre-judge, the delicate interface of the Governrt,ent with 
any privnte individual reporting an incident, a,d the ~ ~~ger 
of pro jec ting an inaccurate NASA or Administr~tion imag~. 
All i n a ll, undertaking a formal study at this tirr.e appears 
fr~gnt wi th perils. 

It dppears that NASA has two immediate choices, each with . its 
follow-on implications: 

1. We could, on the basis of the ·situation outlined 
above and without taking further action , recommend to OSTP 
that we see no rc5ponsible way at th is t"im<' for the Federal 
g overnme nt. and especially NASA, o inve s t i gate the UFO 
ph.~nome non. 

••••• 

a. This approach might ~ncourage the vocal pro­
UFO groups to continue their charges of cover­
up and bureaucratic blindness. 

i. 
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b . It might avoid fomenting controve rs y and 
divi s ion within the scieoce community NASA 
dc.::ils with. 

c. I t would require no cha nge in ou r current 
PI O r esponses to the public. 

d. It would divert no r esourc e s f rom those higher 
prior ity applicati ons, sc icncP. , and technology 
activities which are our legi s la ted charges. 

e. It would also be begging the q uesti on. 

2. We could make a fo rmal requ e~t. from my office or 
Ken Chapman's , to the largest and best-kn own of th e UFO 
organizatior.s (AFRO, NICJ\P , MUFON , CUFOS, e tc.) requesting 
them to submit their "best" cases to aid us i n determining 
the Government's possible role. We could t:1e n compile this 
material into a usable format, do some first-orde r checks 
(probably involving some inte·rvi~ws and d ata-gathering), and, 
before drawing 0ur own conclusions, ask for a "peer review"-­
poss ibly b y the Smithsonian Ins titution. NAS A· would then 
make its own assessment as to whether fur ther research were 
wa rranted or not, an d if so , in ~,at direction it should pro­
~eed. As a min imum, havi~g gone his f ar a nd this publicly, 
'l·.S'A shou ld stand r eady t o inve s ':ig ate ne·,: hard ev idence that 

mi ght come in -- this could logically be an added assignment 
fo r /\RC and MSFC, depending on tl1e physical or biological 
character of the evidence. 

a. This approach commits NASA an d the Admini stration 
pub licly to at least som e review of the phenome­
non; an e ventual nega tive decision ~ill not 
satisfy the e nthusiasts a nd a positive one will 
enrage the non-enthusiasts. 

b. It will encourage a great deal of correspondence 
on both sides of the question; it may lead to 

••••• 

a r ash of sightings . hoaxes, a nd/or public ex­
citement. 
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c. I t wi 11 =pl ncc.• s e ve r e dcm.ind~ o n the few NASA 
p e ople involve d i n the first pha s e: tl-,ere will 
b e prob l ems of workl o <1 d , peer prcs!iure. and pre-·· 
j u d<J me n t . 

,J . If c1 n y fo l low- through be c..: omc s n e c e ssary, the 
resources n eed ed could b e q u i t0 large -- travel, 
tests, in te rviews , and reports . 

We are available to discuss the impli c ations of either Option 
1 or 2 with you. 

No e l W. Hin n e r s 

J..D/Dr . Love lace 
Y./Mr . Wi lliamson 

••••• 
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PARTM NT r TH AIR f'Or-!Cr 
J I))) ( 

Lieutenant General Ouward L. Cro~, US~f (Re 
National Aeronautics anJ Spa ce Adminislr~ti o ~ 
400 Maryl3n<l Av enue 
Wash in g on , O. c. 20546 

lnclos~d arc the UFO Fact Sheet and stardard resp~~se 
!.o uro pt:bl ic in~u iries you re ·1uested. 

I sincerely hope you are Euccessful in prevcn~ing a 
reopening of UFO investigation~. 

••••• 

Siricer~ly, 

/f/ J/ I {¼k /f 1

~L,~ 
Cll,'.nlES H. ~E'-HJ. C()lo:ieT, t•~-• r 
Chlrr, Ct'n'.n1~11i:y R.:lat,oru D11,sion 
Ollit• of l11for111atio11 

~\ l.lt --- --- ··• 
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Prcparod by 

FGM/Ottice of Public _Affairs 
NASA HendQuOrtllrt • 

WDffll~, O.C. 20546 •· 

UN DENTIFIEO FLYING OBJECTS 

NASA i~ not. i nvolv0.d i n r esearch concerning un i dentified 
fly ing o ject s. Re ports o f un i dentified ob jects e nter­
ing U.S. ai r spac a of interest to the U.S . mi litary 
as a r0.1uJ~r part of defense surveillance, but no govern­
ment ,1')0.ncy is conducting an ongoing investigation of 
UFOs at this time. 

An extensive study kttown as Project Blue Book wa s under-
taken in the 1960's by the u.~. Ai i ~Force _throug h a 
contract with the University of Colorado. Based on the. 
findings of this study as reviewed by the National Academy 
of Sciences, the Air Force terminated the project 
December 17, 1969. • 

The University of Colorado report , entitled Sc ientific 
Study of Un i dentified Flyi ng Object~, was publ ished in 
paperback by Ban tam Books . A three-volume photoduplication 
(AD 680:975-6-7) may be purchased for $18 from the Nat ional 
Tee ~i cal Informati on Service , U.S. Department of Cof111Tlerce, 
Springfield , Virginia 22151 . The_ complete repor ts were 
transfo.r red from Air Force sto rage in July 197 6 to The 
National Archives, 8th Street and Penn s ylvania Avenue, N.W., 
Washington, DC 20408. ·Those wishing to view the report 
must ob tain a researcher's permit from the Nat ional Archives 
and Records Service. • • 

The University of Colorado study reache d the f ollowini • 
conclusions: (1) there was no evidence that the s ubjec t 
of UFOs had been "shrouded in o fficial s ecurity ''; (2) UFOs 
did not constitute any hazard to national security; (3) 
two decades of UFO study had made no significant con tri -

·bution to scientific knowledge; and (4) f urther extensive 
study of the genera l topic could not be expected to con­
tribute meaningfully to the advancement of science . 

. ' . 

. · • . 
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~he panel of the National Academy of Sciences greed with 
these conclusions and further commented, "On the basis '?f 
present knowledge the least likely expla nation of ~FOs 1 ~ 

the hypothesis of .extraterrestriol visi t ation ~ by intelli­
gent beings." · • 

Although the U .s·. government no longer dedic·c>:tes funds · 
and personnel to the study of UFOs, investigations are 
continuing under-private auspices. The Center for UFO 
Studies, P.O. Box 11, Northfield, Illinois 60093 . (telephone 
312/4 91-1970) is a source for publications and information 
on UFO phenomena. The National Investigating Committee 
o n ~eri al Phenomena, Suite 23, 3535 University Boulevard, 
Ken ~ingto n , Mary land 20795 (teleohone J bl/949 - 12 67) also 
r~D\ie s to requests for general information . Both organi­
z~tions investigate reported sightings o f un icentified fl.ying 
objP. c ts . 
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MORE PIECE 
I OF THE PUZZ~ 

f Jf.011-1. /l l''/e D 8 ult.E·tJ/ll / llaL • 'JO ,1 IJo~ 8) 

t / "15/2- STRANGE MATERIAL 

NOV l 

A recent letter from a member who had - I 

tunity to inspect some rather strange material 1 ' -~'fl I 
adds to the information APRO has on file concemurg-­
strange materials related to landed or crashed discs. 
To wit: 

Said member (who will remain anonymous but 
whose information and name are on file at Head­
quarters) claims that he had the opportunity to handle 
and inspect some unusual material at Milhoff Steel 
Products of Bloomington, Minnesota in 1963 . The 
material, he said, was being· manufactured by the 3M 

f Com an (Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing) 
under a contract with the Honeywell Company. He 
also claimed that the materi_~l was __ ~~ing used on a 
classified project for the National Aeronautics and 
.. Space Administration (NASA). 

This same member directs our attention to Page 9 of 
"The Rosewell Incident-Update and Conclusion" , a 
paper by author William B . Moore , delivered at the 
UFOhio Symposium in Cleveland, Ohio in June, 1981. 
This paper describes material whose physical charac­
teristics closely resemble those of the following 
described material : (Available from APRO at $3. 50 
postpaid) . 

Our informant said that at first glance, the material 
he examined a eared to be aluminum or lead foil. 

hen handled, it felt like plastic. It would not tear, 
--- --- - ---~---

and when stretched very taught between two vises an 
struck with a two pound hammer, the hammer bounded 
back as though it had struck a trampoline. 

I -----~---------- - - - - • - ~ 

he material could be crumQte_d in_to a ball ~ b~t if left 

1 
alone, would return to its original state (flat, abso­
lutely smooth) within 6 seconds. 

At the end of the work day during which he exam­
ined this material, he folded it into a 1 ½ inch square 
and placed it under ~O tons pressure, and left it over­
night. The next day, when taken out of the press, and 
allowed to lie at rest, it once again took its original 
form. 

Although the material could be stretched, it 
, returned to its original shape in seconds, yet it could 
~ be cut very easily with a razor blade. It was about 
11 mi l thick, but its weight was practically nothing. ' 

,,, 
, Our informant, at the end of his description, points • \ 
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travelers n eded water and fooq, while they appar _nt\y· 
mad~ repairs to their craft. In return,. when th Y l ft, 
they gave the Indians a container which they haq ·us d 

to transport the water : .. 
This container was 'shiny, soft, pliabte, weightless 

(or approximately so) , and could be crumpled,, ham­
mered, ·etc., but always returned to its original shape. 

Somehow, one of the reporters got the container 
(probably either paid money or exchanged material for 
it) and took it back to Buenos Aires_ with him. The 
story of the Indians' strange visitors began to appear 
in the press, and then suddenly. stopped. The con~ainer 
was allegedly confiscated by the Argentinian Army 
and that was the end of that. \ 

Although the Lorenzens could get no firm fix on the 
date of the alleged "visitations", it W':1S estimated to 
hav'e :been in the early or mid-fifties. 

If we take the general history of. eac~ of the three 
incidents depicted in this article, we get a significant 
sequence: The crash of a disc and confiscation of same 

... - - ... --.. ... 

in the 1940s in the United States. The crash or landing ------- . ~ ... - .. 

of a disc-sha ed object in the early or mid 1950s in 
Argentina, an artifact of whi~h was confiscated by -th·e •• 
inilita . The examination of a--rrsfrange material'' in .. 
1963 -b an American employed- in the- American miH-: . -------------=----------~. - .. .. .. 
tar -industrial complex. 

----~ ,. - · 

This all adds up. It would seem that the United _ .. 
States learned something from !_~e ~et~ieval of crashed·· 
UFOs of the 1940s. Did we somehow also obtain infor­
mation or samples of the material confiscated b • the 

--- --·-~--- - ·- ----------
Argentine milita in the 19~Q-~_1 

Considering the maze of interwoven intelligence 
agencies throughout the world, it is· not entirely 
unlikely that the 1950s Argentinian material and the 
1963 material examined at Milhoff Steel are somehow 
related. 

Now perhaps the membership can more clearly 
realize why the Cash-Landrum case does not represent 
a UFO to some researchers, but rather, our first 
glimps of an experimental UFO-like Aircraft 
MANUFACTURE D RIGHT HERE ON EARTH - in 
these Unit d tates ! 
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(Continued from Page One) 

out that the Air Force and NASA know a lot more 
han is generally accepted. 

A CONTINENT AW A Y 
AND YEARS BEFORE _ 

◄ 

In July, 1967, Mr. and Mrs. Lorenzen made a tour 
of South America, where they contacted and visited 
the repres~ntatives of five countries: Peru, Chile,~ 
Argentina, Brazil and Venezuela. During one of these 
conversations (it is best not to be more specific) we 
questioned an individual who had knowledge of the~ 
landing of a UFO in a region north of Saito, Argen­
tina, which was populateq largely by Indians. News of 
the "landing" eventually leaked out and representa- 1 

tives of the press investigated. They heard a strange 
tale: 

An object, descri~ed as plate-shaped, and metallic i 
color, crashed near a village in the area. Over a period 
of days, the occupants of the craft approached the 
local inhabitants, and bartering took place. The ai 
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Dear 

3597 W. Grape Prive 
Tucson, Arizona 85741 U.S.A. 

(602) 297-7791 

Mr. Cameron: 

I t is ·wi~h deeoest ~d~ret t Hat 

be no more is~ties of the APRO .Bti lletin. 

10 July, 1988 

ell vou that there will 

M s . Lorenzen has been 

throu~h SOMe Verv trvin~ times, hnth phvsic 11v and Pmotion~]lv, 

no · doubt hastened by t _he death of her dau~hter las t month . Now 

her doctor advises that f or her ·own welfare, she .must not take on 

any 1more of the hurdens imoosed in runn in~ th i s or~anization. And 

s ince there is no one else wi th , the editorial sk ills and endless 

font of memorv to do the ioh, I must attend the last rites. 

If vou have unexoirerl suhscrintion fees due vou, I shall be 

hanov to mail vou the eo11iva l ent i n n~ st issues, if vou wil l be 

so good as to tel l me wh ich ones vou nrefer. (at a rate of ~1.50 ae.) 

With trust that vou will assist me in accomplishing a most 

Or 8 liloY Fr,ed•" Opt,a 
Uft ,wer1,1ty o f An~. Tua.on . Jiu 
0, - · F c,_,, Ph,lollOQtlv 

unpleasant dutv. Sincerelv, 
$ • Un_,..,,y ol - Yorii • • Ati,.ny _ NY 

0,, "'"'"'"" M Souedrno Ph>lollOQtly 
,.urdue U,....,..,, v a t Ft ·Weyne. In 
0, E _ _, W S~fCMlef PholCKtJPftY 
~ . Co Ae1,, «:1 
0, M-• J 0"°"" Phy,,a 
~'" Setent1f1c and IACh11tr •• ' A ... a,d'i 
()rtll9"',_.40f'I Sydtlll' y NSW . A ust"• ' •• 
o, C..rfll• O A Woua, Phya,a 

, 'o,n ,, S 1•tt Un,_..,,,,v . $.en Ote90 . C. 
0, A_, ,._. Wood ""v"c' 
Mc:Oo,,lnell A t tro na, tics Con,,peny . l0t 
A_...C. 
0, H.,O'd A C.,,n p_,_yc:n<>IOfV 

m.rr >,. r IO'W U nfllfef J• tY . F J• t • ff . A l 

~ J✓,c C _.,,."': -, Prydi •• •rv 
... . ea 

0, i C,.,8"1 4.. ~ter 
II U " •• " .., ' V Nft/V Vorll . NY 

0, .. , • ._ fr,.,.,..,..,, 
"'°" 'c 1.,, fitl J 
0, .... ~ . ,. ,,. ,..,,.,,,,. 

LA,ra,'l c.-,. u"'""'' a.rv SudbUf" " , 0111 . 
0, ~ Leo Sp,•~•,. 
~ --.. •.- of WyD'ftl"f , ..,,. .. . ~ y 

P, von1• '' " 
ed• 

P• ycN><OIIV 

Or No,..a. C O a.,tJ,1e-y A.:f1et f0ft PhyJJa 
.,, .,011u•t10•• . C"'~. u 

0, .. .,,.._ A C.0 .. 0u< ~ 
,.,,t ,.. ,..,...,, 

0, A W.n-.- 5- 5c..,.Of Edu.c,-1.0,, 
f .-c T...,...... S•• r• U,11 1.-, a,,r v . Jolll " tO" C•r v . T" 
0, __,., s c,., , ~ ,.,...,.09\' 
LI I C..0,09.-, s.,,.,.,. 8 ..., , Co °' 11.,d'i.,,~ f , ,w, , 

0 ,eeo Sc• •• Co•1• 

Robert G. Marsland, for AP~O 
P.S. If vour interest in this s ubi ect cont i nues, vou might trv 
to contact curns 2457 W. Peterson, rhica~o, IL fi0659 or 

~UFON 103 Oldtowne Rd,, Se~uin, TX 78155 
Pecommended read i nP:: "ABOVE 'T'fW S~CRET" , Timothv r,ood (British) 

1987 Sid~wi ck F, .Jackson, Ltd. 1 T,wistock Chambers 
Bl oom sburv Wa v, London WCl A 2SG ~~~ LAND 

" I NTRfJD ERS" 1987 Budd Honk ins 
"COMMUN I ON" 1987 Whitley Streiber 
"CLEAR INT 'f:XTT" 19A4 Rv rawcett f.. r,reenwood, Prentice-Hal] 
"P RO,JECT InE!'-lTI FI CATION" bv f-far l ev n. Rutled!!e, Professor o f 

Phvsics at S. E. \fissour • State Univ. 

May your interest i n ll f() las t a Jon e: lifetime 
Robert G. Marsland , fo w AP~0 

o.s. ~rs . Lor nz n did on 12 Aori l , 1988, a nd there is no more APRO . However , as note<l 
above, w sill off r a n as s ortment of bast issue bullet i ns, wi th some c~se hi stories 
in h m much lie hose of oday . Many thank s for vour interest . 

(OVER) 

--------- ------------------ -- ----· ----·----~------ • --- ------------------------



In answ r to your request of 2 July, I have looked throu h every pos ible file 

draw in . at-ch 'of the material used for the basis of that article in V 30/8, and 

I com up a blank. 

After readi~ the Bulletin mentioned and the "Roswell Investigation" again, 

I cam to the conclusion that at this point you know as much as I do about t,he matter. 

I believe you will find that even though the Air Force, the Army, NASA, and some 

of the larger source corporations are in the process of producing this material, the 

chance of your finding out anything definite is rather small. 

I much regret that I can offer you no leads beyond what you already have. 

Most 
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NOV i I (Continued from Page 

I I 
One) 

1 / 'Vi?Z. - STRANGE MATERIAL I 

A recent letter from a member who had t 
' ~unity to ins ~ect som~ rather strange material 1 , ittO 

udds to the information APRO hos on file concern1-­
: strange materials related to landed or crashed discs. 
• To wit: 

Said member (who will remain anonymous but 
: whose information and name are on file at Head­

quar ters) cla ims that he hnd the opportunity to handle 
and inspect some unusual material at Milhoff Steel 
Products of Bloomington, Minnesota in 1963. The 

I mntcrial, he said, was being manufactured by the 3M 

I

, Company (Minnesota Mining and l\'1anufacturing) 
under a contract with the Honcywl'll Company . He 
also _claimed that the materia l wa:i._Ji,·ing used on a 

' class1f1ed proJect for the National Aeronautics nnd 
Spnce Administration (NASA) . 

This same member din~d:, our attention to Page 9 of 
"The Rosewell Incident-Update and Conclusion", a 
paper by author William B. Moore , delivered at the 
U~Ohio Symposium in Cleveland, Ohio in June, 1981. 
Th'.s _paper describes ma terial whose physical charac­
tenst'.cs closely resemble those of the following 
described material: (Available from APRO at $3 .50 
postpaid). 

Our in~ormant said that at firs t g lance, the material 
he examined appeared to be aluminum or lead foil. 

en handled , it felt like lastic. It would not tear 
and when stretched very taught etween two vises an ' 
struck with a two pound hammer, the hammer bounded 
back as though it had struck a trampoline. 

The material could be crumpled into a ball, but if left 
alone. would return to its original state (flat, abso­
lutely smooth) within 6 seconds . 

At the end of the work day during which he exam­
ined this material , he folded it into a 1 ½ inch square 
and placed it under 20 tons pressure, and left it over­
night. The next day, when taken out of the press, and 
allowed to lie at rest , it once again took its original 
form. 

Although the material could be stretched , it 
returned to its original shape in seconds, yet it could 

. be cut very easily with a razor blade. It was about 4 
mil thick, but its weight was practically nothing. 

Our informant, at the end of his descr iption, points 

(Srr P11zzlr- P n!!<' T11,n) 

out that the Air Force and NASA know a lot 
than is generally accepted . 

A CONTINENT AW A Y 
AND YEAilS BEFORE 

more 
j 

I 
I 

In July, 1967, Mr. and Mrs. Lorenzen made a tour : 
of South America, where they contacted and visited • 
the representatives of five countries: Peru, Chile,) 
Argentina , Brazil and Venezuela . During one of these• 
conversations (i t is best not to be more s pecific) we' 
qu estioned an individual who had knowledge of the< 
landing of a UFO in a region north of Saito, Argen• 
Lina, which was populated largely by Indians . News ol 
the "landing" eventually lea ked out and representa• 
tives of the press investigated . They heard a strange 
tole: 

An object, described as plate-shaped, and metallic in 

\ 

.:0l01, i.:roshed near a vill age in the area . Over a period 
of days , Lhe occupants of the cra ft approached the 
local inhabitants, and bartering took place. The ai1 
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·: trav~lers i:ieeded water and food, while they appare_ntly 
made repairs to their craft. I n return ,. wh.en they left, 
they gave th e Indians a conta iner wh ich they haq ·used 
to transport the water. 

This container was ·'shiny, soft, pliable , weightless 
(or approximately so) ,and could be crumpled, ham­
mered, ·etc., but always returned to its original 'shape. 

Somehow, one of the reporters got the container 
(probably either paid money or exchanged materia l for 
it) and took it back ,to Buenos Aires with him. The 
story of the Indians' strange visitors b egan to appear 
in the press, and then suddenly stopped. The container 
was allegedly confiscated by the Argent inian A rmy 
and that was the end of that. 

• Although the Lorenzens could get no firm fix on the 
date of the a lleged " visitations", it was estimated to 
hav·e 'been in the early or mid -fif ties. • 

If we take the general history of each of the three 
incidents depicted in this article, we get a sig nificant 
sequence: The crash of a disc and confisca tion of same 
in the !940s in the United States . T he crash_ or landing_ 
of a disc-s haped object in the early or mid 1950s -in . 

I A~~en t ina, an artifact of whic~as confi-;cat; d \y the -
!J1il1tary. The examination ofa''s trange material" in-
1963 _by an _American employed intheAm ei-ican- inili ~ 
tary-mdus tnal complex. - -

This all adds up . I t would seem t ha t the United 
States learned something from the retrieval of crashed 
UF~s of the 1940s. Did we somehow also obtain in for­
mation or samples of the material confiscated by the 
Argentine mili tary in the 1950s? 

Con_s idering the maze of in terwoven in te ll igence 
age_nc1es t r.rOL:ghout the world, it is not entirely 
unli kely that t he 1950s Argentini an materia l and t he 
1963 material examined at Milhoff Steel are somehow 
related . 

Now perhaps the members hip can more clearly 
rea lize why the Cash-Landrum case does not represent 
a . UFO to some researchers, bu t ra ther, our first 
glimpse of an experimental UFO -like Aircraft 
MAN UFACTUR E D RIGHT H ERE ON EARTH - in 
these United States! ••••• 
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Doc . II: 8 F · BRUARY , 197a. NATIONAL AERONAurrcs AND sPAcE ADM1Nr 5tRAr r.oN 

NASA of ic ally dmit s th th unid ntifi d obj cts ent ring United 
Sat s nirspnc a l 11 as gu ar part of the National Defens e survei a nce pr v n by he Docum n s # 4 - 10. 

N/\S/\ 
National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration 

XCERPTS: 

Document II 11 

INFORMATION SHEET Pre pared by: 

Number 78-1 LFF-3/Public Services Br~nch 
Office of External Relat~ons 
NASA Headquarters 
Washington, DC 20546 

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS 

The i nformation cont~ined here has been compiled to respond 

to que r ie s on Unidentified Flying Objects directed to the White 

House a s well as NASA. 

NASA is t h e f o c a l point for answering public inquiries to 

the White Hous e r e lating to UFOs. NASA is not engaged in a re­

search program i nvo l v ing the se phenomena, nor is any other govern­

ment agen cy . 

Reports of unidentified objects entering United States air 

space are o f interest to t he mili tary as a regular part of 

d - f nse surve'l lance. Beyond t hat , the U.S. Air Force no longer 

inv stiga es repor s of UFO sightings . 

February 1, 1978 
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I 
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